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of making a considerable party against the King in favour
of William son of Robert, whom for that end he had taken
into his protection. Pursuant to these intentions, he soon
found an occasion for a quarrel: expostulating with Henry,
that he had broken his promise by not doing homage for
the Duchy of Normandy, as well as by neglecting to raze
the castle of Gisors,1 which was built on the French side
of the river Epte, the common boundary between both
dominions.

But an incident soon offered, which gave King Henry a
pretext for retaliating almost in the same manner: for it
happened that upon some offence taken against his nephew
Theobald Count of Blois by the French King, Louis in
great rage sent an army to invade and ravage the earl's
territories. Theobald defended himself for a while with
much valour; but at length in danger to be overpowered,
requested aid of his uncle the King of England, who sup-
ported him so effectually with men and money, that he was
able not only to defend his own country, but very much to
infest and annoy his enemy. Thus a war was kindled
between the two kings; Louis now openly asserted the title
of William the son of Robert, and entering into an alliance
with the Earls of Flanders and Anjou, began to concert
measures for driving King Henry out of Normandy.

The King having timely intelligence of his enemy's
designs, began with great vigour and dispatch to prepare
himself for war : he raised, with much difficulty and discon-
tent of his people, the greatest tax that had ever been known
in England ; and passing over into Normandy with a mighty
army, joined his nephew Theobald. The King of France,
who had entertained hopes that he should overrun the
duchy before his enemy could arrive, advanced with great
security towards the frontiers of Normandy; but observing
an enemy of equal number and force already prepared to
engage him, he suddenly stopped his march. The two

1 Father Daniel says that for some years past it had been agreed that
Gisors "should be sequestered in the hands of a lord called Pagan or
Payen, who was to receive into it neither English or Norman, nor
French troops ; and in case it should fall into the hands of either of the
two kings, it was stipulated, that the walls should be razed within the
space of forty days " ("Hist, of France," i. 369). [W. S. J.]